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Chuck Voelter lives in a Bluebonnet Lane house
built in 1953 and designed by A.D. Stenger.

rebirth of a classic
Old-fashioned

flavor, boom
in remodeling
make Allandale
a strong seller

neighBorhood Spotlight

Zilker neighborhood
rocks to creative beat
By Clayton Stromberger
Special to the american-StateSman

By Charles ealy

From his low-slung, A.D. Stenger-designed 1953 house on a gentle rise just west
of Bluebonnet Lane, up the hill from Zilker
Park, musician and artist Chuck Voelter
can often hear two sounds echoing faintly
through the neighborhood. When he hears
them, Voelter cocks his head and listens a
bit, and wonders. Sometimes, so does his
1-year-old son, Rhett.
One sound is the amplified jangle of live
music, coming from somewhere — the park,
Maria’s Taco XPress or Bird’s Barbershop
on South Lamar Boulevard. The other is a
sound he often heard growing up as a kid in
Temple — the long, mournful whistle of a
passing freight engine on its way to somewhere else.
You can find a bit of Hank Williams in
both sounds.
It is this confluence of hip, freewheeling
Austin and the traces of a slower, more
rural era that gives the Zilker neighborhood its character. Less funky than Bouldin
Creek to the east, but hipper than Barton
Hills to the west, Zilker is uniquely situated
in the 78704 universe of South Austin.
“It feels threaded into a lot of what
Austin is about, like Zilker Park and Barton
Springs,” Voelter says.
Like many of the creative people who
have found a nest here, Voelter wonders
whether Zilker can maintain its character as prices rise higher than a moonlight
tower. But Voelter and his family are hanging in there.
“It feels good for our family to be here,”
he said. “I have a friend down the street
who told me once that everyone he’s ever
known who sold their home and left this
area has regretted it.”
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Hanalei Lamar, daughter of builder Gerald Lamar, built an addition to her house on Geraghty Avenue
that includes a family room with vaulted ceilings, a fireplace and views of the large backyard.

Gerald Lamar remodeled this house on Pinecrest Drive, where the kitchen features granite and tile.

About Zilker neighborhood
Boundaries: Barton Springs Road, Barton Skyway, Lamar Boulevard, Robert E. Lee Road and
Rabb Road.
Schools: Zilker Elementary School, O. Henry
Middle School, Austin High School
Amenities: Easy access to Zilker Park and a
central location.
The market: October sales of single-family
homes in the real estate zone that includes
Zilker were up 25 percent from a year earlier.
The median price was $308,000, down about
10.6 percent from a year before. On average, it
took 60 days to sell a home there.
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The remodeled Pinecrest Drive house, built in 1960, was recently put on the market for $359,000.
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As the national housing market has gone
south, a little neighborhood in Central Austin
has kept chugging along with rising prices
and healthy sales.
Welcome to the 1950s and ’60s enclave of
Allandale, where the homes might be small,
but the lots are large enough for significant
remodeling projects and additions.
As of last week, more than 15 updated homes
were on the market in Allandale, with prices
ranging from about $250,000 to $450,000. Most
have new kitchens and other amenities, and
nearly all are a testament to what local investors see as a rapidly appreciating neighborhood in North Central Austin.
“It’s a real community, with quiet streets
and lots of families,” says Gerald Lamar, the
founder of Lamar Homes. He and his wife,
Vicki, reared three children on Allandale’s
Pinecrest Drive before moving to West Lake
Hills, and he has remodeled numerous homes in ‘Lots of
the neighborhood since
starting his Austin busi- people just
ness in the early 1980s.
want to live in
In fact, he’s closing
Austin’
this month on a house
he remodeled at 3105
Gerald lamar
Pinecrest Drive.
Founder,
“I’m selling it to a
Lamar
Homes
woman from Houston
who’s moving here to
be close to her kids,” he says. “You’ll find a
lot of people moving here from Houston and
elsewhere because of jobs or children. As
long as the area continues to create lots of
jobs, you’re going to have a healthy real estate
market. Plus, lots of people just want to live
in Austin.”
The market has slowed down a bit in Allandale during the past few months, Lamar says,
but for the year, homes in the real estate zone
that includes the neighborhood have been selling at a clip of slightly more than one per day.
“And that’s pretty remarkable,” he says.
The project at the Pinecrest house, built in
1960, is typical of what’s going on in Allandale, which is bounded by Anderson Lane,
MoPac Boulevard (Loop 1), Burnet Road and
45th Street. Lamar bought it in May from an
elderly woman and spent about three months
remodeling it.
It’s appraised at slightly more than $228,000,
but after the renovations, Lamar put it on the
market for $359,000.
It has a new kitchen with stainless-steel
appliances, granite countertops and a center
island. It also has new tile and carpeting, a
revamped utility room, new light and plumbing fixtures and new trim and doors. It backs
up to a greenbelt, which adds privacy to the
yard.
A similar price increase can be found in
other houses with recent upgrades that are
on the market.
• At 2710 Pinewood Terrace, the list price
See ALLANDALE, F7

Central Texas Home Showcase

Central East Living from the $190’s
TwentyOne24 is Located in the heart of
revitalized East Austin and on the capital city’s
most famous street! Less than one mile from the
central business district and only 10 minutes
from the airport, this residential building
designed by Hailey Johnson Architects is now
ready for move in. All residences gorgeous
finishes higher ceilings than other downtown
condos. Maintenance fees are the lowest. Get
TWICE the space for your money on the
eastside! OPEN HOUSE WEEKENDS 10–6 @
2124 East 6th Street. www.twentyone24.com

Andrew Shaw

512-786-6356

Barton Place

From the $200’s

Once in a Lifetime Opportunity
Make Zilker Park your backyard, take a dip
in Barton Springs or enjoy a walk around
Lady Bird Lake. A healthy lifestyle at your
doorstep. Intelligent design, artful outdoor
living spaces, green-building. Visit our
Presentation Center: 1600 Barton Springs
Rd (behind Austin Java). Only a few weeks of
pre-construction pricing left. Visit us today.
www.BartonPlaceAustin.com

Barton Place

512-236-0115

Chateau du Lac

$2,499,000

This private waterfront estate in desirable
Barton Creek Lakeside boasts 5,789 sq ft of
exquisite details and extraordinary finishes and
includes six bedrooms, five full bathrooms, two
half bathrooms, four car garage and a separate
guest casita and cabana. Relax and enjoy the
breathtaking sunset views over Lake Travis from
the negative edge pool, enjoy a round of golf or a
trip around the lake. This estate was built for the
connoisseur of life. 512-261-0008.

www.CapitalCitySothebysRealty.com

The Sycamore in SoCo From the $290’s
Life has a location in 78704! Adorable multi-level
bungalows with open floor plans allow you to retreat,
relax and refresh from the fun of Austin’s great
outdoors. The Sycamore is conveniently located off
South Congress and Alpine near your favorite shops &
restaurants, Lady Bird Lake, Downtown and walking
distance to Penn Field and St. Edward’s University.
• 2/2.5’s with study and 3/3’s
• Attached two car garages
• Private gated entry
www.sycamoreaustin.com

Wende Parks

512.680.5199

